
CONSTANTINE  KARAVITIS JP 
Tribute to Con Karavitis. 
Peter Adamis 14 June 2014.   

This is a personal tribute to a man who was instrumental 
maintaining the integrity and maintenance of the Laconian 
Hellenic Community in Melbourne Victoria by his personal 
contribution which unfortunately led to his sudden passing.   

As the author of the tribute I can only write of my personal 
encounters with Con as I had promised him that I would 
write an article about him.   

He chuckled at this idea and said let's wait and see what the future may bring. Unfortunately 
due  to unforseen events, I was unable to do so at the time and it is now fitting that I write 
this personal tribute on this day that a plaque in his honour is being presented to his 
favourite club, the Pallaconian Brotherhood. In fact to be honest, I got out of bed at 1.30 am 
Saturday 14 June 2014) to write this tribute about a man that many who knew him deserved 
a fitting tribute in his memory and as such I must confess this tribute is not worthy or 
sufficient to describe the attributes of Con Karavitis.  

On the 13 October 2013 the bells 
tolled in the town of Peristeri 
Laconias, Greece. They tolled for 
one of their sons who had 
suddenly passed away.  It was 
time honoured tradition amongst 
Laconian towns and villages that 
the church bells toll for the 
sudden  death of any of its 
members, no mattered where 
they were residing and/or made 
their home in the world.   

Con had passed away whilst attending the Annual General Meeting of his most beloved 
Hellenic Club, the Pallaconian Brotherhood, a club that he had much to do with its 
regeneration.  In fact one could rightly call him one of its post modern fathers and patron.  
Much has been spoken about Con and his personal achievements in the Australian Hellenic 
Community and yet few know of his outstanding work amongst new migrants and those 
within the wider community who would seek his help when in need.  

 



 

Some could accuse him of spending far too much time supporting others to the detriment to 
himself and others could argue that his love of his Laconian roots spurred him even further 
to do what he could to alleviate the burdens of others.  I first met Con in 1992 when he was 
the Liberal Party candidate for Pascoe Vale and I was still serving in the Australian Defence 
Force.  We were both in the Liberal Party but in different factions and therefore on a political 
level, despite our factional differences there was a healthy respect for each other. I still 
remember his first words to me when we first met, He said "I know who you are but you 
don't know of me" and we shook hands.  

 

I was amused at his first words because although we had never met I wondered where on 
earth would he know of me apart from the Liberal party and what had he heard, was it 
positive or of a negative nature.  I found out later that he was very good friends with Ted 
Ballieu and that they had a warm and friendly relationship. this did not surprise as Ted 
Ballieu had and still does a friendly and warm relationship with anyone he would meet.  Con 
would often invite Ted Baillieu to the Pallaconian Brotherhood as his guest and that was a 
plus for the community and all concerned.   

In regards to our first meeting, Con and I would laugh about it many years later when we 
would have our coffee and cakes together discussing the strengths and weakness of the 
Pallaconian Brotherhood Club and how we could ensure its longevity for future generations. 
Con was very concerned as he was not sure how we would attract new blood and find new 
leaders. In this regard Con encouraged me to remain a member and to seek the office o the 
President. 



An offer that I refused on the grounds 
of ill health at the time, but did promise 
that I would do what I could given my 
circumstances to ensure the survival of 
the club.  I guess Con was happy with 
that response because we never 
discussed it again.  However we saw 
each other at the Pallaconian Brother 
Committee meetings and joined forces 
in the removal of two recalcitrant and 
nefarious characters that almost 
attracted negative publicity and 
bringing disrepute upon the club. 

 I can remember Con being adamant in removing them from office even though one of them 
was considered to be a close friend. On reflection, I guess that is what I liked and admired 
about Con, his tenacity and commitment for the truth, to do the right thing at all costs, not be 
afraid to speak when he saw an injustice being done, help others and to be able to put the 
needs of the club above that of his own. Suffice to say after much discussion and behind 
the scenes action by Con the club was to bring about a successful outcome.   

I heard of Con passing away whilst on 
a visit to Greece with my elderly father 
and was in shock for a number of days 
and I found it extremely difficult to 
comprehend his passing. Con and I as 
old codgers so to speak would often 
speak of our own cardio vascular health 
issues and compared notes to see who 
had what and how did we overcame 
them.   

Although Con had advised me that he felt fine and never better after his heart operation, I 
often wondered whether he pushed himself too hard in helping others and at the same 
looking after the needs of his family and that of the Pallaconian Brotherhood.  

In summary, I would like to think that Con is amongst the angels looking down upon all 
those who have gathered at the Pallaconian Brotherhood for the installation of the plaque in 
his honour and have a sense of love for those he left behind and knowing that he left a 
positive legacy for others to emulate and follow. A man who spoke warmly about his family 
and how proud he was of them, something which is not often said these days. Many who 
knew of his outspoken manner will always remember him as a God fearing man who loved 
his family, and a humble and good man who only wanted the best for others. May you rest 
in Peace Con. 
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ADDITIONAL ARTICLES AND TRIBUTES 
COMMUNITY SADDENED BY 
KARAVITIS DEATH 

Pillar of the community, Con 
Karavitis passed away suddenly 
last Sunday 
15 Oct 2013  Neos Kosmos 
 
The Greek Australian community 
was deeply saddened to hear of 
the passing of one of its most 
passionate and committed 
members, Constantine Karavitis 
last Sunday. 
Karavitis was born in Peristeri 

Laconias, Greece on 11 March 1944. Son of Ioannis and Panagiota, brother to Dimitra, 
Stella and Theodora. He migrated to Australia, December 1955, arriving in Freemantle then 
heading to Melbourne. Karavitis settled in Brunswick and lived there all of his childhood and 
teenage years. 
He married his loving wife Triantafillia (Lisa) on 26 April 1969. Together they had four 
children: Panagiota, Katerina, Ioanni and Evangelos. He was grandfather to Costa, 
Leonidas, Athenae, Fotios, Kosta, and Triantafillia and father-in-law to Peter and Nick. 
From an early age, he became involved in community issues, especially through providing 
assistance to newly arrived migrants. His love for family, soccer, the Pallaconian 
Brotherhood and politics dominated his life and drove his passion to become the man that 
we all knew. He was upstanding family man, that gave everything for his wife and children. 
He also had a wide circle of friends that respected him.  His love of soccer had him involved 
with Brunswick City Soccer Club for years and took his passion to State and National levels 
getting involved further with the Federations to support young talent. 
He rejuvenated the Pallaconian Brotherhood in 1987 when he became President. He 
created the Youth Club and was instrumental in the creation of the Brunswick Sparta Sister 
City Relationship. In recent years, he also campaigned heavily for the erection of the bust of 
"LEONIDAS" in Sparta Place, Brunswick. "Leonidas" now stands proudly in the centre of 
Brunswick. Just 4 months ago, he organised a huge fundraiser and a substantial donation 
was made to the Asylo Aniaton Spartis He continued his relationship with the Brotherhood 
to his final breath. 
In 2012, Karavitis was awarded a Meritorious Service Award by the Governor General for 
Excellence in Multicultural Affairs. He lived his life for his family and the community. 
http://neoskosmos.com/news/en/community-saddened-by-karavitis-death 
 



CON KARAVITIS 

NOVEMBER 14, 2013    Members Statement 

Ms MIKAKOS. I also wish to pay tribute to Con Karavitis, who passed away suddenly 
on 20 October. Con was passionate about his family, the Greek community, soccer and 
 
politics. In excess of 1000 people, including former Premier Ted Baillieu, attended his 
funeral. This was a testament to how well respected Con was. Con was a member of the 
Liberal Party. However, he put our shared Laconian heritage above politics, and my family 
and I always regarded Con as a friend. 
 
I met Con through his involvement with the Pallaconian Brotherhood of Melbourne and 
Victoria, an organisation of which he was a past president, longstanding committee member 
and active member. His contribution to that committee was instrumental in the creation of 
the Brunswick-Sparta sister-city relationship.  
 
He was involved also with the Brunswick City Soccer Club. A strong advocate for his 
community, Con campaigned heavily for the installation of the 
Leonidas statue in Sparta Place in Brunswick. In 2012 he was also awarded a meritorious 
service award by the Governor for excellence in multicultural affairs. I extend my deepest 
condolences to Con’s family, his wife Triantafillia, his children and grandchildren and his 
friends. 
 
http://www.jennymikakos.com.au/parliament/con-karavitis/ 

LEONIDAS IS NOT AN ETHNIC STATUE 

Peter Adamis Neos Kosmos 22 Nov 2012  
A small band of Australians of Hellenic origins gather to pay their respects on the 
anniversaries of the Battle of the Kokoda Track and the Battle of Thermopylae.   Australians 
and Greeks - this was their finest hour. 2012 is the 70th Anniversary of the Battle of the 
Kokoda Track (Trail) by Australians in Papua New Guinea.  
It is also the 2420th Anniversary of the Battle of Thermopylae. Although separated by 2420 
years, Ralph Honner the Australian Commanding Officer of the Victorian 39th Battalion and 
King Leonidas the Hellene leader of the 300 Spartans shared something in common. 
Both were leaders of men destined to face overwhelming odds. Both men delayed an 
aggressor determined to enslave a nation. Both men led comrades that died fighting for 
their country, families, relatives and friends. It will be of interest to note that in both cases 
Hellenes fought in both battles.  
At Thermopylae it was a band of Greeks that comprised the force that delayed the Persians 
long enough to bring together the remainder of Greece to defeat the Persian aggressor. At 
the Kokoda track, it was a small band of Australians that delayed a determined Japanese 
force long enough for reinforcements to be brought in to stop the Japanese. 
Amongst the reinforcements were Australians with Hellenic (Greek) origins. Some whom 
have been depicted in Steve Kyritsis book on Australians of Greek Heritage who served in 



Australian Defence Forces since the Boer War. This year on Sunday 4 November, a small 
band of Australians of Hellenic origins gathered at the statue of King Leonidas in Sparta 
Place, Brunswick within the Greater City of Moreland to pay their respects and to honour the 
men who paid the ultimate sacrifice in their battle against a determined foe. 
Headed by the President of the Pallaconian Brotherhood, Chris Paikopoulos, and assisted 
by members of the Australian Hellenic Victorian Laconian community, conducted a small 
ceremony to honour those who gave it their all at Thermopylae and Kokoda track.  
This small group representing the Pallaconian Brotherhood, Australians and Greeks of the 
old world lay 'twigs of Olive' (taken from one of the two trees that may be found at the 
Pallaconian Brotherhood community Centre). The significance of the olive was to bridge the 
gap of centuries between the Hellenic warriors with their brothers-in-arms, the Australians. 
This simple gesture of the olive twig is a personal representation by the bearer and a means 
of expressing gratitude for those who gave their lives in order that we live in freedom. The 
laying of wreaths is left to members of the public and dignitaries that represent 
organisations and governments The ceremony opened by the President, Chris Paikopoulos 
who spoke about the statue representing ancient Thermopylae and the Kokoda track of 
Australia and the bonds between the Hellenic people and the Australians. 
Kostas Glekas an ex Australian serviceman spoke on behalf of Australian Hellenic veterans 
saying that it is incumbent upon us to ensure that future generations no matter where they 
come from respect what the statue represents. It represents but one word. That word is 
freedom.  
Con Karavitis, the Public Relations Officer, closed the ceremony with a reading from 
Laurence Binyon's poem For the Fallen, (First published in the 'The Times' in September 
1914 and universally known as The Ode of Remembrance. They shall grow not old, as we 
that are left grow old; Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down 
of the sun and in the morning, We will remember them. Lest we forget.  
The brief ceremony was followed by refreshments at the Pallaconian Brotherhood 
community which coincided with the Laconians Annual General Meeting. The ceremony 
was the brain child of Peter Adamis, an Australian veteran of Hellenic Heritage who had 
served in the Australian military forces for 30 years. He felt that it was important that 
Australians - no matter what their origins or cultural heritage were - truly understood what 
the statue of King Leonidas meant. 
Peter Adamis stated that it was "not an ethnic statue" and took umbrage at those individuals 
who have been misrepresenting its significance in Sparta Place for personal political 
reasons. As the statue represents all Australians, Peter hopes that the ceremony becomes 
an annual tribute to fallen comrades. The battles at Thermopylae and Kokoda Track are 
synonymous with each other despite the 2420 years of separation. 
Peter Adamis is seeking to place a simple bronze plaque on the foundations of the stature 
to remind passerby's and strangers to the greater City of Moreland that the statue of 
Leonidas is a statue representing freedom for all mankind. That when passerby's and 
strangers stroll past the memorial be reminded of that ancient Poet Simonides who wrote: 
Stranger, go tell the Spartans, that we, who lie here, did as we were ordered. 
http://neoskosmos.com/news/en/leonidas-is-not-an-ethnic-statue 



VICTORIAN STATE ELECTION 1992 SEAT OF PASCOE VALE 

Victorian state election, 1992: Pascoe Vale 
Party Candidate Votes % ±% 

 Labor Kelvin Thomson 14,332 51.7 -2.2 

 Liberal Con Karavitis 10,374 37.4 +6.7 

 Independent Cath Price 1,979 7.1 +0.7 

 Independent Anne Petrou 1,031 3.7 +3.7 
Total formal votes 27,716 95.8 +0.4 
Informal votes 1,224 4.2 -0.4 
Turnout 28,940 93.7  
Two-party-preferred result 

 Labor Kelvin Thomson 16,054 58.0 -0.1 

 Liberal Con Karavitis 11,605 42.0 +0.1 

 Labor hold Swing -0.1  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_results_for_the_district_of_Pascoe_Vale 

CON KARAVITIS CONVEYANCING & CONSULTING  
SERVICES PTY LTD,  BRUNSWICK 
 
Name Con Karavitis Conveyancing & Consulting Services Pty Ltd.   Country:   Australia 
Region: Victoria City: Brunswick Postal code.  3056 Address 2 Stewart St , 
3056 Faxes 03 9380 1088.   Director / CEO: Con Karavitis Conveyancing & Consulting 
Services Pty Ltd Additional Information.   . At this page you can find out full description of   
 

http://nearyouau.com/b1591210/con-karavitis-conveyancing-consulting-services-pty-
ltd-brunswick.html 

 
 
NOTICE. Our wonderful Spartan 
friend, whose passion for his family, 
his friends, his community, his 
Australia and Laconian heritage was 
an inspiration. Our thoughts and love 
to Lisa and Betty, John, Katie and 
Evan and their families. Ted and 
Robyn Baillieu 

 
 
http://tributes.theage.com.au/obituaries/theage-au/obituary.aspx?n=con-
kravitis&pid=167552651 
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KARAVITIS, Constantine JP. KARAVITIS Constantine JP 11.03.1944 - 13.10.2013 
We are deeply saddened by the sudden loss of our beloved husband, father, father-in-law 
and grandfather, the Great Spartan Con. Your passing has left a huge void in our lives that 
will never be filled.  
 
The community has lost one of its most upstanding citizens, always zealously willing to help 
and contribute. You will always be remembered as a proud family man, driven by your 
culture, ethics and traditional values.  
 
You were never afraid to stand up for what you believed. And for this we love you most. You 
will be missed by many but mostly by your loving family. Rest in Peace our Beloved Till We 
Meet Again.   Obituaries  Herald Sun on 16/10/2013 
  
KARAVITIS. Con. Tragically taken away from us. We had good times growing up together. 
Will never forget that we were cousins. Condolences to the whole family. Stratis and Vicki, 
children and grandchildren. Sadly Missed   Obituaries  Herald Sun on 17/10/2013 

 
KARAVITIS. Con. A benevolent, passionate, fierce and generous man, always providing us 
with unconditional support. You are sorely missed by your family and community. With 
much love Your sister- in-law Georgina and nieces and nephews Tiffany, Joe, Thanasi, 
Angelique, Sam and Audrey.   Obituaries  Herald Sun on 16/10/2013 
 
http://tributes.heraldsun.com.au/notice/3391008 

KARAVITIS, Constantine JP 

 

KARAVITIS. The Funeral Service for Mr Constantine (Con) Karavitis will be held at St 
Vasilios Greek Orthodox Church, 15 Staley St, Brunswick on FRIDAY (Oct. 18) at 10.00 a. 
m. and will then leave for the Northern Memorial Park, Box Forest Rd, Glenroy. After the 
Burial, refreshments will be served at the Presentation Of Our Lord Greek Orthodox Church 
Hall, 29 Victoria St, Coburg. If so desired, in lieu of flowers, donations to the Heart 
Foundation would be appreciated. Envelopes available at the Church. 
Funerals.   Herald Sun on 16/10/2013 
 
http://www.oliverose.com.au/notice/3389007/view 
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