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This article is dedicated to all those who of Hellenic origins have served for 
Australia, Greece, or the Commonwealth countries and have gone unnoticed 
and have never been acknowledged.  

The article cannot rectify the wrongs of the past nor does it attempt highlight 
matters that should remain in the past. What this site does is to acknowledge 
by visual and written presentation the contributions of those who are no 
longer with us. 

The Hellenic RSL is located in South Melbourne, Victoria. It is was created from a core of ex service men 
and women who had served with the Hellenic, Australian, Commonwealth and United Nations Forces in 
one capacity or another. Their services ranged from Irregulars (guerrillas) (WW2), Regular Armed Forces, 
Part time and in a civilian capacity. In addition their membership comprises of Police Force, Emergency 
Services, Fire Brigade, Para Medics, and other associated bodies that are in line with the Australian and 
Victorian Charter. 

The Hellenic began as the Greek RSL. But was later changed to reflect its 
Hellenic and ancient origins (Hellenes). There are two ex service clubs of 
Hellenic origins located in Victoria, but only one has the privilege of being 
aligned to represent the Hellenic people with the Australian RSL.  

The Hellenic RSL sub branch in Victoria and its headquarters are located in 
South Melbourne Victoria.  

The building was provided with the assistance of the South Melbourne City Council, the then Vic RSL 
President Bruce Ruxton and the RSL secretary Brig Deighton (Ret) both members are Philhellenes’. (Brig 
John Deighton was born on a ship near Corfu (Greece) and has a Greek Godfather. Both of these 
members are much loved and revered within the Hellenic ex service community. 

Kon Zacharias leading the 
Hellenic sub branch Victoria 
on ANZAC Day.    Each 
ANZAC Day you will would 
normally see at the procession 
a group of Hellenic RSL 
members proudly marching 
behind their banner which 
depicted their service to 
Australia, the Commonwealth 
and to the United Nations.  

The majority of members are 
now in their late 70s’ and 80s’ 
and their ranks are being 
replaced by a new generation 
of Hellenes that have all served 
in Australia. 
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Michael Lidis leading the 
Hellenic sub branch Victoria on 
ANZAC Day. 

Every year you will notice the 
Hellenic RSL members selling 
poppies and other paraphernalia 
in support of the RSL a, Legacy 
and other charities associated with 
the RSL.  

They like their Australian 
counterparts seek no recognition 
other than you support their 
charitable causes and purchase 
poppy or other items relevant for 
the charity. 

 
Kon Katsambanis leading the 
Hellenic sub branch Victoria on 
ANZAC Day.  In the past, members 
such as Lidis, Anagnostou, 
Mihalopoulos, Zacharias, 
Katsambanis, Borokas, Robotis, 
Korosidis, and many others would 
plan, execute and ensure that the 
needs and aspirations of the Hellenic 
RSL sub branch were achieved.   

Many have long gone, but there 
memories linger on.  

 

Australian & Hellenic Memorial in 
Melbourne 

When the RSL first began, it had its 
own emblem and went under the 
banner of the Greek ex servicemen 
prior to it embracing the Australian 
RSL charter and constitution.  

change came about in the early 1990 
when Bruce Ruxton asked Peter 
Adamis (who then serving as Regular 
ADF Infantry Warrant Officer) and 
John Anagnostou, (ex WW2 veteran) 
both members being personal friends 
of Bruce Ruxton); to assist the 
Hellenic RSL to transfer and make the 
necessary changes.  
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As a result of this request, a new committee was elected under the leadership of the new President Spiro 
Korosidis, Secretary John Anagnostou, the Treasurer, Mr. Robotis and the Membership Officer Peter 
Adamis.   It is of interest to note that prior to the election of the new committee, another member, Kon 
Katsambanis was instrumental in providing the facilities for the new committee to conducts its affairs and 
with the planning of the new changes. Meetings were held at his home and attended by Anagnostou, 
Adamis, Korosidis, Zacharias and Katsambanis and supported by Pitsos. 

Hellenic war Memorial in Canberra.  The old guard 
under the leadership of Michael Lidis had achieved 
much in bringing together veterans from all over Victoria 
and welding them together into a cohesive and mutually 
supporting veteran community.   

This alone was a major achievement to accomplish in 
those early years. There was no other Hellenic 
organisation representing the interests of Greeks war 
effort and contribution in Victoria at that time. 

All other Australians of Greek origins were associated with their unit or with Australian RSL sub branches.  
However, twenty years were to go by without any major changes being developed to prepare the younger 
generation for the future. Te old guard was entrenched in their traditions, customs, behaviours and 
methodologies and did not wish to embrace or make any changes. 

They believed that what they had 
achieved had been achieved 
under the current banner of their 
administration and rightly so.  

However with all respect to the old 
guard the Hellenic RSL in order to 
survive into the new millennium 
had to change and embrace the 
future if it was to survive beyond 
its current old guard principles and 
membership.   

This anomaly is currently being 
addressed.  

 

Hellenic Korean war veterans.  
Planning was conducted to ensure 
that the changes would have a 
minimal effect on the veteran 
community and that the changes 
would be of benefit to its members. 

Apart from ANZAC Day, under the 
leadership of Spiro Korosidis, 
many events were conducted, 
such as the Battle of Greece and 
Crete celebrations, assistance to 
the Australian and Hellenic 
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Memorial Committee, (raising thousands of dollars),  

Visiting Hellenic Brigadier to 
the Hellenic RSL. The RSL 
headquarters were renovated, 
the emblem and constitution 
changed to reflect the Australian 
RSL charter and a new direction 
was forged for the future. 

In addition the President visited 
Greece to re-establish bonds 
between Australian and Greek 
veteran communities.  On his 
return from his trip to Greece, the 
President remained for a few 
months further having achieved 
the objectives previously planned 
and resigned due to personal and 
health reasons.  

The new President Kon 
Katsambanis was elected 
President and the RSL continued 
on its current course. Under the 
leadership of Kon Katsambanis, 
supported by Peter Stathopoulos 
and John Anagnostou, the 
Hellenic RSL encouraged new 
members to join the RSL.   

Emergency Services, Police, 
Affiliated members, Fire Brigade 
and other organisations 
sympathetic to the causes and 
charities being supported by the 
Hellenic RSL. 

It was a time of great changes where the old and the new guard were finally brought together for the good 
of its members. Kon Katsambanis worked with enormous energy to make this possible.  After more than 15 
years in the role of President the leadership was passed onto the younger generation to that of Peter 
Stathopoulos. 
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Under the guidance of its current President 
Peter Stathopoulos, RSL has enhanced its 
services within the Hellenic service 
community.  

Elderly veterans are monitored and visited 
to check on their health status, provide food 
parcels, transport and administrative other 
assistance in kind support.  

Peter Stathopoulos represents the future of 
the Hellenic RSL and he has the drive, 
management skills, forward thinking and 
planning to embrace the future and ensure 
its longevity. 

The current RSL Committee is comprised of 
a new generation of members which include 
Vietnam Veterans, para-military forces, 
serving members and a sprinkling of the old 
guard.  

Who hover in the wings to ensure that the 
ethos and direction of the RSL are in line 
with its charter. 

The new generation has built upon the 
foundations of the old and has enhanced 
the services being provided to its members.  

It is a vibrant and enthusiastic committee that does not lack the motivation and energy to see things being 
undertaken and completed.  In addition the RSL conducts charitable events and functions, picnics, special 
RSL Happy Hours, Lectures, book launches, conducts cultural and community events.  It also provides 
facilities to Australian and Hellenic dignitaries including those from the Hellenic Republic.  Conducts annual 
events such as the Battle of Greece and Crete day to commemorate the bonds forged during World War 2. 
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Mihalopoulos in a Mortar 
trench – Korea.  They now 
visit schools, colleges, 
communities and businesses 
that have Hellenic origins.  

Further to the above, the 
Hellenic RSL also conducts 
and provides awards to 
schools, colleges and 
communities.  

Its aim is to educate the new 
generation of its history and its 
contribution to Australia and 
the Hellenic republic. 

Peter Stathopoulos and his 
team have forged ahead with 
enormous energy to make the 
Hellenic RSL what it is this 
day.  

They have many projects 
which are in the pipe line and 
should they continue to build 
upon the strong foundations 
built by their predecessors 
they shall succeed in all of 
their endeavours. 

 
 
Many members have passed 
away without any appropriate 
acknowledgment of their 
services to the Australia, 
Greece and Commonwealth 
countries throughout their 
lifetime.  

Nor has any acknowledgment 
been given to those who have 
contributed towards the 
betterment of their fellow man 
and woman.  

The Hellenic RSL can only 
survive with some dignity and 
credibility by paying respect 
to those who have gone 
before them.  
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Past differences should they still exist and set aside. Records should be rectified and peoples contributions 
acknowledged. The members have now gone but their children and their memories are still lingering on 
long after they have gone. Those members who espouse that they have earned decorations and awards 
should think again of their actions as time always has a long memory. 

LITERATURE: It is of interest to note that its President Mr Steve Kyritsis has also written two books on 
Greek Australians in the Australian defence force.  

 

 

The Voice from the Pavement - Peter Adamis is a (not for profit) Journalist/Commentator. He is a 
retired Australian military serviceman and an Industry organisational & Occupational (OHS) & Training 
Consultant whose interests are within the parameters of domestic and international political spectrum.  
He is an avid blogger and contributes to domestic and international community news media outlets as 
well as to local and Ethnic News.  He holds a Bachelor   of Adult Learning & Development (Monash), 
Grad Dip Occupational Health  & Safety, (Monash),  Dip. Training & Assessment, Dip Public 
Administration, and Dip Frontline Management. Contact via Email: abalinx@netspace.net.au or via 
Mobile: 0409965538 
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