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After some 64 years living as an Australian of Greek heritage, | find it
ironic that | am now questioning my own origins and wondering which of
my two cultures has survived the ravages of time. Yes, while it is true that
| am proud to be an Australian whose origins are Greek, | wonder which
has ultimately been the deciding factor in characterising who | am.

| say this not out of pride, or from an egotistical point of view but rather from reflection. | am now at the crossroads of
my life and | must say | am surprised that | am still alive today after having endured and faced the many challenges
that have been thrust upon me. | love my ocker image with all its idiosyncrasies, my Greek heritage and its customs
and yet | still | yearn for the peace and tranquillity that one seeks when they reach the age of the elder.

At this very moment in time, | do wish that | had the power to fix injustices, fight the good fight, stand up for the little
Aussie battler and above never let the bastards get to me. Unfortunately that is not the case as | am confronted with
a clash of two cultures and an inner war within myself. | have flowing in my veins, the blood of an ancient warrior
race, the Lakonians and yet again my outlook on life is totally Australian. | am desperately trying to find solutions to
a problem that has so far eluded me and in doing so, | am destroying one culture for another.

| am referring to a recent civil war that has been simmering for some time now, rearing its ugly head just as | had
stepped down as President of the Pallaconian Brotherhood, Leonidas. After two years of relative peace and
tranquillity, the members of the Brotherhood find themselves facing a small group of renegades who believe that they
are above the Constitution, the Resolutions of the members and past precedents. This renegade group of individuals
led by that charismatic Mr. George Fountas, a past President of the Brotherhood and of the Greek Orthodox
Community of Melbourne Victoria has wrought havoc on the tranquillity of the Lakonian membership.

Not to be outdone, Mr. Chris Paikopoulos, another past President of the Brotherhood has joined forces with George
Fountas, attracting a small group of like-minded individuals; the likes of: Mary Tsaganas, Peter Thiveos, Ismene
Thiveos, Dimitri Paikopoulos, Nikolaos Alikakos, Evangelos Thiveos, John Stamogiannis, John Mastrogianakos,
Steve Tsaganas and Andoni Pikolas As well as non-members such as Panos Priftakis, Grigori Priftakis, George
Koutanas, Chris Sovolos.

What is of interest to note is that Dimitri Paikopoulos and George Fountas were once the most bitter of enemies and
yet found over time to bury their differences after George Fountas left the Greek Orthodox community and found
refuge amongst the Brotherhood? What is sad about the whole affair is that all of the above with the exception of
Chris Paikopoulos and the non-members had their membership temporarily suspended for unbecoming of a member
of the Brotherhood. These same individuals are still under the illusion that they alone rule and can interpret the
Constitution despite being advised on numerous occasions of their errant ways.

They have failed to notice that a new generation has grown and developed over the years, many of whom have been
born in Australia with proud Laconian heritage and equally proud to service in the best interests of the Brotherhood.
These young men and women had nominated for the Committee of Management only to find that the Committee of
Supervision had erred greatly by overestimating the will of the members and of the majority of those members voting
to open the ballot box at the recent Annual General Meeting.

Suffice to say, the presiding president, Chris Paikopoulos who was well versed in the constitution, passed Resolutions
and precedents set by himself at the 2010 and 2014 Annual General Meetings, failed miserably in following the
guidelines and protocols. One could say without a shadow of doubt that Mr. Chris Paikopoulos single handled brought
the Lakonian Brotherhood to the brink of civil war and that the only reason his membership was not suspended was
that no proof of wrong doing, other incompetence and self-importance could be found.
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A meeting of the Gerousia of elders was convened and a solution was found using copies of the original nomination
forms, identified and later certified as true and correct by one member of the Committee of Supervision. This member
was courageous enough to conduct his own research and arrive after the truth, and coming to the conclusion that
information was being withheld from him and others by George Fountas. As a result, the new Committee of
Management under the leadership of Kon Glekas was formed.

However despite all of the above, today after some five weeks, George Fountas leading the above pack of renegades
has been instrumental in interfering with the Committee of Management governing practices. Incidents such as
threats of legal action, screaming, abusive language, veiled threats, intimidation, shirt-fronting members,
confrontation, wilful damage to property on two occasions, disruptions, invasion of premises, distribution of
misinformation, online taunts and hate mail as well as attempts to stop essential services of the Brotherhood. All of
this has had a negative effect of the students of dance, instructors their parents and supporters of the Brotherhood.

The Committee of Management in its collective wisdom, are having cameras being installed, press releases, public
notices, locks being changed, records locked, seal of the Brotherhood in a secure location and financial signatories
changed and security guards being employed for the safety of the students of dance on Sunday evenings. So far to
date the Police have been involved on two occasions with intervention orders and legal action being considered.
However, no matter how many safeguards are being installed, the rabble group of renegades are intent on mischief
making and attracting negative publicity to wear down the resolve and unity of the Committee of Management.

Having said all of the above, | now return to my original statement of the clash of cultures and wonder which of the
two is currently demonstrating Australian values and Greek democratic ideals that we so admire. Who is right and
what the best course of action one may ask is. My money is on Australian values being followed in a democratic way
that decides the future of the Brotherhood and all Australian Hellenic organisations that wish to survive in an
Australian environment should follow suite. My advice to the renegades is to allow the current Committee of
Management to govern and prepare for the next election in two years’ time. After all it is the Australian Hellenic way.

Peter Adamis is a Journalist/Social Media Commentator and writer. He is a retired Australian military serviceman
and an Industry organisational & Occupational (OHS) & Training Consultant whose interests are within the
parameters of domestic and international political spectrum. He is an avid blogger and contributes to domestic and
international community news media outlets as well as to local and Ethnic News. He holds a Bachelor of Adult
Learning & Development (Monash), Grad Dip Occupational Health & Safety, (Monash), Dip. Training &
Assessment, Dip Public Administration, and Dip Frontline Management. Contact via Email:
abalinx@netspace.net.au or via Mobile: 0409965538
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EAAHNIKH AAKQNIKH KAHPONOMIA ENANTI TQON AYZTPAAIANQN AZIQN
Mavayiwtng Adaung 22, Noguppiou 2016

Metd amoé mepitou 64 xpovia (wng ws AuaTpaldg amo
EANVIKA TTOMTIOTIKA KAnpovopid, BPiokw EIpWVIKO TO
yeYOVvAG TO OTI TwPA AUPIORNTW T BIKF POU KATAYWYA
KOl OVOPWTIEAI TIOIEC ATTO TIC QU0 HOU KOUATOUPEG £XOUV
OR JUWN GREEK emdlAhoel T eBopd Tou xpdvou. Nai, av kai gival aAiBela
Ol gipar utrepR@avog Tou gipal évag AucTPaAdS €K TOU
otmoiou n TpoéAeuon eivar EAAnvikA, dev Tavw va
avapwriEUal  TToI0G  €ival TEAIKA O  ATTOQPACIOTIKOG
TTapAYOVTaG TTOU XAPAKTNPICEl auTd TTou Eipal.

To Mw auté ox1 amd umepn@eavela, | amd Kapia eywioTikh amown, aAd pdAlov amd Tov
TpoPAnuatioud pou. Eipar Twpa oto oTtaupodpdul ¢ {wn¢ Wou Kal TTPETel va TTw 0TI €iyal
EKTTANKTOG OTI €ipal akoua Cwvtavog ouepd, aQou AVTELA Kl AVTIMETWTTION TIC TTOAES TIPOKANTEIG
TToU €Y0UV TIECEI TTAVW Hou. ATpelw Tov EUBUNO XAPOKTAPA HoU pE GAEC TIC 1BIOPOPYIES TNG, TNV
EANVIKR kAnpovopid pou Kai Ta €B1ud TS Kal dpwe eakoAouBw va Aaxtapw Tnv €Iprvn Kail Tnv
neepia mou avadnta kaveic 6tav eOAcEl TV nAikia Tou yépovra.

e auth) TN oTIyr Tou Xpdvou, Ba RBeha TTOAU va eixa TN duvaun va diopbwow TIC adikieg, va
QyWwVIOTW Yia Tov KaAd aywva, va oTtabw yia Tov aduvauo AuaTpaAd PTTATAep-paxnT Kail Tpo
TTAVIWY VO NV eMTPEWPW OTa KaBAppaTta va We amotrdpouv. AuaTuxwg, autd Oev 10XUEl KaBWS
OTTWG Eipal QVTIPETWTTOC WE M UYKPoOUaN Twv U0 TIOAITICUWY Kal Evav E0WTEPIKO TTOAEWO YETa
MOU. ZTIC QAEBEC pou PEEI TO aipa WIag apxaiag TTOAEUIKAGC QUARC, N QUAR Twv AaKwvwy Kal yid
GAAN JIa @opa TIC TTPOOTITIKEG MOU yia TN Cwn €ival evieAws umd 10 AuaTpaAliavo TIpiouda.
MpooTrabw ameyvwouéva va Bpw AUoEI o€ éva TTPOBANUA TTOU £WG TWPA HOU EXEN CEQUYEI KAl TTOU
ME TOV TPOTTO AUTO, KATACTPEQW M KOUATOUPA YIa GAAN.

Avagépoual og Eva TTPOCPATO €UPUAIO TTOAEo TToU OIyoPpdadel €dw Kal OPKETO Kaipo,
TPORAAOVTAC TO AOXNUO WETWTTO TOU AKPIBWS WETA TNV amoxwpenaon pou amd mpdedpog NG
MaAakwvikAg AdeAPOTNTAG, «O Acwvidagy. Metd amd dUo Xpovia OXETIKAS EIPAVNS Kal NpeMiag,
Ta PEAN TNG ADeAQOTNTAG £X0UV BPEBET AVTIUETWTTA PE IO MIKPA OJAdA OTTOCTATWY TTOU TTIOTEUOUV
Om gival Tavw aTO TO KATOOTATIKG, ATTO TA WNQIOUATA TWV PEAWV KOl TWwV TTPONYOUHEVWY
TEPITTTWOEWY. AuTH n opdda aToaTaTWY WE ETTIKEQAANS TOV €V AOyw XApIOWATIKO K [Ewpylo
Gouvtd, mpwnv TPOEdPo NG AdeAPOTNTAC aAMG kai TG EMnvikAc OpBddotng Koivortntag
MeABoUpvng & Biktwpiag éxel TpokGAeae Tov OAeBpo atnv npepia TN Aakwvikig AdeAQOTNTAC.

['a va unv uatepnoouy, o Kk XpraTog MNaikdmoulog, évag aAAog TTpwnv TTPoedpog TG AdeAQOTNTAG
Exel evwael TIC duvapelig Tou e To Tewpylo Pouvtd, TpooeAklovTag pia pikpry ouada ot
opoidedreg Toug, 6Twe TNV Maipn Toaykavd, Tov MNétpo @npaio, v lopufivn Onpaiou, Tov AnuATen
Maikémoulo, Tov Nikdhao AAikdko, Tov Eudyyeho OnpBaio, Tov lwavvn Ztapoyidvvn, tov lwdvvn
MaaoTpoylavvako, Tov Steve Taaykava kai Tov Aviwvn MikdAa kabwg kai pun-péAn, 6mmwe Toug MNavo
Mpigptakn, Menydpen Meigtakn, MNwpyo Koutdva kai Xprioto Z6BoAo.



Autd Trou gival evoiagépov va anpelwBei eival 611 o AnuRTeng Maikdmoulog Kai o MNwpyog PouvTag
ATaV KATTOTE O1 TTI0 JIONTOI XBPOi PETALY TOUG KAl WE TNV TTAPOO TOU XPAvou UTrépeaav Kal EBayav
TIC O10QOPES TOUG HETA TTOU O Nwpyog Pouvtag amoxwpenae amod Tnv EAAnvIKA Kovotnta kai BpAke
kata@uylo atnv AdeA@dtntal Auto Trou gival dviwg Autinpd otnv 6An utoBeon cival 611 dAa Ta
TTapaTavw atoua, pe e€aipean Tov XpAoTo Maikdmoulo kai Ta un péAN, gixav Ty 1816TNTa TOUG WG
MEAN avaaTaAEi TTPOOWPIVA YIa AVAPHOOTN CUUTTEPIPOPA WG PEAN TNG AdeA@OTNTAGC. AuTd Ta idId
Ta poowta £€akoAouBolv va eival katw amd v weudaioBnon 611 YOvo auToi dIOIKOUV Kal
MTTOPOUV Va £PUNVEUOUV TO KATAGTATIKG TTAPA TO YEYOVOS OTI £X0UV EVNUEPWOET ETTaVEIANUPEVA YIa
TIG AavBavouaeg TTEPITTAOVWIEVEG KIVATEIS TOUG.

‘Exouv amotUxel va aparnperioouy 0TI pIa véa VeVIA €Xel MEYAAWOEI Kal avaTrTuxBei kata n
OIGPKEID AUTWY Twv €TWVY, TTOANOI eCauTwy £xouv yevvnBei atnv AuaTpaAia pe TNV UTTEPAPAvN
AOKWVIKA KANpovouId Kal EEicoU UTTEPHPAVOI VA TIPOCTPEPOUV TTPOG TO GUHPEPOV TNG ADEAQOTNTAG.
AuToi o1 vEoI AvOPEC Kal Yuvaike eixav BEael uTTown@I6TNTA YIa TO VEO AIOIKNTIKG ZUWBOUAIO yia
va diatmiotwaoouv 61l N EmTpott| Eomreiag é0@ale o€ peydho Babuéd utrepekTIUWVTAG TN BEANON
TWV PEAWV KAl TNG TTAEIOWN@IAG TWV PEAWV AUTWV TTOU WAPICAV YIA VO avOIXTED N KAATTN KATA TNV
mpoo@atn Etaia evikr ZuvéAeuan.

Apkei va Tiw, 0 TTPoedpelwv TTPOEdPOC, XpAaTog MaikOTTOUAOS 0 0TT0I0g ATAV TTOAU EUTTEIPOC WG
P0G TO KATAOTATIKO, KOBWC €ixe TepAaEl yneiopata kal dedIKAOUEVA ATTO TOV EQUTO TOU OTIC
Emioieg Tevikéc ZuveheUoeig tou 2010 kar tou 2014, amétuxe maraywdwg va tpnoel Tig
KOTEUBUVTAPIES YPAUWES KaI TTPWTOKOANA. Oa pTTopolcoe KAveig va TTEl, XWPIg TNV TTApaIKPER
augiBoAia &1 o k XprioTog MNaikdmmouhog OAo-ovog Tou £epe TNV AakwVIKR adeA@dTTa OTO XEIAOG
TOU €@UAiou TTOAEpOU Kal &1 0 POVOg Adyog TTou dev aveaTAAn n 1016TNTA Tou WG WEAOG fTav 4TI
kapia amddeign mepi AavBaouéveg evépyeleg, i GANEC avikavaTnTeg umopoloav va BgpeAiwBouy.

Mia ouvavinon 1ng lepouaiag cuykAABnke kal Bprike ADCN WE TN XPon QvTiypogwv Twv
TTPWTOTUTTWV EVTUTIWV-QITATEWY UTTOWNPIOTNTAG, TIOU EVTOTTIOTNKAV KAl TTIOTOTIOBNKAV w¢ aAnor
Kol akpIBA ammé éva péhog Tne Emitpotm¢ EtrotTteiac. Auto 1o WEAOC €ixe To BAppog va diegayel T
OIKf) Tou €peuva Kal va Bpel Tnv aAnBela, kal va karaAilel oto cuptrépacpa Otl o K. Mewpylog
Gouvtag eixe Tapakpatioel TAnpo@opiec amd Tov idio kalr GAwv. Q¢ amotéAeoua, To VEO
AloiknTiKd ZupBoUAio uttd TV nyeaia Tou K. KwvaTavtivou MKAEKa oXnpaTIOTNKE.

QaoTtoo0o, Tap '6Aa Ta Tapamavw, orUEPa, PETA atmd Trepitrou TévTe £BOoPAdES 0 MNwpyog Pouvtac
nyeital v Tapamavw ouada amooTatwy Kabwg £xel GUPPBAAEI 0TO va TTapeupaivel aTo AlOIKNTIKO
ZUMBOUAIO  Kal OTIC TIPOKTIKEG Oloiknong. [epioTarik@ OTwe aTmeINEG VOUIKAG  aywyng,
ouphiadovtag, xpAon uPPIoTIKAG YAwooag, EUPETES ATEINEG, EKQOBIONO, TTPOTINAGKION HEAwWVY,
avtirapdBean, ek TpoBéoewe BAGRN oTnv meploudia o€ U0 TEPITITWOEIS TG ADEAPOTNTAC,
Tapapioon xwpwy, TAPATTANPOPAENON, JIAdIKTUAKEG OTTEINEG-KOPOIDIEC KAl pnvUUATa Wiooug
MEOW NAEKTPOVIKOU TaXUdPOpEIOU, KABWCS Kal TTPOOTIABEIEC va OTAUATACEI TIC BACIKEC UTINPETIES
¢ AdeA@dTnTac. OAa auTd gixav apvnTikh €MdpaACN GTOUG HABNTEC XOPOU, OTOUG EKTTAIDEUTEC,
OTOUG YOVEIG Kal UTTOOTNPIKTEG TNG ASEAQOTNTAG.



To AloiknTik6 ZuppouAio aTtn ouMoyIKA Tou coQia, €XEl ATOQACioel : TOTTOBETNON KAUEPES
ac@aAsiag, deAtia TUTTOU, QvOKOIVWOEIG, aAAayry KAsidapiwy, QUAAEN apxeiwv, v @UAAEN
o@payidag ¢ AdeA@oTNTAC € Wia ao@alr BEan kail Tnv aAAayr) Twv UTTEUBUVWY yia OTI £XEl OXEON
ME TNV oIkovoIKr d1ac@daAion, Tnv TpdoAnwn epoupwy ac@aAeiag Tou Ba xpnaiydoTrolouval yid
NV AoQAAEIa Twv PadnTwy xopou Ta amoyeuuara ¢ Kuplakng. MExpr ofjuepa n acTuvopia ExEl
eUTTAaKED 0€ QU0 TTEPITITWOEIG HE TTAPEUPACEIC KAl VOUIKA PETPA TTou e¢eTddovtal. QaTdoo, 60
HETPA kAl av An@Bouv, n oudda Twv ATTOOTATWY £XOUV TTPOBECN VO AVAOTATWVOUV Kal va
TTPoCeAKUOUV apvNnTIKA BNUOCIOTNTA YIA va TTPOKAAETOUV @BOPA OTNV ATTOPACICTIKOTNTA KAl GTNV
evotnTa Tou AloIKnTIKOU ZUpBouAiou.

‘Exovrtag el 0Aa T TTApATTAvw, ETIOTPEPW OTNV APXIKF Jou dnAwaon auThg TNG oUYKPOUaNS Twv
TIONITIOUWY Kal avapwTiéual Tola atmo I dUo anuepa emdeIKVUEI AuaTpaliaveg agieg kal EAAnvIkG
onuokpartikd@ 19ewdn tou 160 Baupadoupe. Molog gival owaTdg Kal Trola gival n KaAUTEPN TTopEia
dpaaong tou Jopei Kavei¢ va pwtAael. Ta Ae@Td pou Ta Balw e TIc AuaTpaliavég acieg TTou
akoAouBoUvTal Je dnUoKpaTikG TPOTIO Kal TTou Ba amo@aagioel To pEAAoV TG AdeA@OTNTAC Kal dAwv
Twv AuoTtpaliavwy EAAnVIKwY opyaviopwy TTou €TmBupoly va empiwoouv g€ éva AuoTpaliavo
mePIBAANOV. H aupBouAr pou TIpog Toug aTroOTATEG €ival va ETTITPATIE OTO ONUEPIVO AIOIKNTIKO
2UMBOUAIO va BI0IKACEI Kal va TTPOETOINACTOUV YId TIG ETTOUEVEG EKAOYEG € BUO Xpovia. E¢aANou
autdg eivar AMwaTe 0 Auatpaliavog EAANVIKOG TpOTTOGC.

Mavayiwtng Addung civar Anuoaioypdgog / Kovwvikwv Méowv axoMiaoTis kai ouyypagéag. Eivai évag ev-
armoaTparteia ouvtagiolyog Twv AuaTpahiavwy EvomAwy Auvapewy kai Z0uBouhog Biounyaviag OpyavwTikwy
& EmayyeAyarikwv (YAE) Exmraideuang Tou otroiou Ta evaIaQEéPOVTa Eival EVTOE TwV TIAPAUETPWY TNG EYXWPIAS
kai 1eBvoug ToAimikoU @aopatog. Eival évag evepydg blogger kai gupuBarAel ota eyxwpla kai iebviy péoa
HadIkAG evnUEPWaNG, KOIVOTIKEG EIDATEIG, kaBwg Kal oTa TOTTIKA Kal EBvika Néa. Eivai karoxog Bachelor of Adult
Learning & Development (Monash), Grad Dip Yyieivii¢ & Aopaheiag, (Monash), Dip. Ekmaideuon & AZioAdynang,

Dip Anuéoiag Aioiknong, kai  Dip Frontline Aiayeipiong.  EmikoivwvAote  pali  péow  e-mail:
abalinx@netspace.net.au fi yéow Kivnto: 0409965538




