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' ' This article is
tribute t&dANZAG & GREEKS

It is fitting that this article is published on Aust2alls [rppe that its contents are well
received and that it is read initiitarspvhich it was compileshyiimg thatam reminded

ofand acknowledge Eest Peopl#f thsnation we call home and hope that the day comes
when we are all united as one people celébsitaica Ddaggether.

This article as indicated abovg tmat tribute to my mates past and present and to al
those who had a hand in managing and memttbmogghout my military caréepe

that | have not let them downampadimted them. Only those who have donned and serve
their nations uniform can truly understand the comradeship and brotherhood of the n
ofcobber, diggenate | say this becausanvery loyal those | have served with

| have a Dty First attitude, one that has helped me throughout the difficult periods in
A philosophyf sortsf you likeas the Infantry motto of Dutyh&ggshany connotations
Which for mes that whenever face with a situation that is a conflict of interest, | alway:
the interests of my family first, followed by the nation, cobber digger mates, relativ
friendsl am a God fearing man and not afraid to demuatstagfetaith that | do not

force upon anydméttry at all times to lead by example. | am fiercely indepéndént and
fight the good fight to uphold the values of my generation. A gdieaibimotinethe
technologies of todayessete this monumelaicated withinray place of Birth Pellana,
Lakonia, Greece is dedicated tg tbebniberdiggeandmates of all the three nations,
AustralifNew ZealarahdGreeck ANZAC Gardens

FORWARD | was honoured and y@eased to be asked by Peter Adamis to write
some words on this article aboNhaC GardeatsPellana at Lakonia, Greece. Firstly,

| was honoured as Peterfisead of long standing, tried tested and trusted | was ver
pleased because the word ANZAC has a special and personal connotation for me as
served, alongside New Zealand in the commonwealth Brigade in Malaysia in the mid r
sixties.

Againdter in the nineteen sixties | served in an ANZAC Battalion in South Vietham, the
battalion the Royal Australian Regiment, ANZAC (Bravo, Charlie and Delta Compani
Australia and Victor and Whiskey Companies from New Zealand). Togethed Austral
New Zealand soldiers are convincing, effective and formidable watrriors.
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The concept of hBIZAC Gardenss s ol el y Pet er 0 sscreadve, wr |
imaginative, inspiring and unique concept. It is a conceived at a time of debilitating
pain and personal adversity. Further, the concept has an admirable theme.

Full of symbolism and a dedication of a friendship and a relthiessippanies,
Hellenes (Greeks), Australians and New Zealanders.

| was aware of the concept and vaguely knew of its design. Peter had spoken of his tt
on a number of occasions and of cour se
the rebty of the concept as it unfolded. The completed work left me gobsmac
dumbfounded and astounded. My idea of the concept and its actual realisation wer:
apart. | am happy. That ANZAC Gardens as it now stands is far superior and more b
ard engaging of the gardens of my thinking.

The | ocation is on a knoll overlooking
Evrotas River (dry in summer) and ancient Mycenaean tombs; and in turn which ove
and protected by the redeamcient and inspiring Taygetos Mountain Range. Talk abo
| ocati on, | ocati on, | ocati oné.

Peter gives a detailed and telling account of the Background, Inspiration Original Ct
the alimportant Support he received from the staff at the OhvimiNe®ancer and
Wellness Centre, and of the seven phases of the ANZAC Gardens and Monument.
there are details about Pellana, Greek history, Ancient Greek battles (Spartan) anc
modern ones.

All'in all this article is a gargantuan pisoeneitfing for everyone. The article is articulate,
fully bodied and what is most important, relevant ta oivaimes Barwickajor,
Foreigiffairs, 8licitor retirgd

PREFACE. Peter's ANZAC Gardens Memorial is located on private s qubecty af h

birth Pellana, Lakonia Greece. It will stand as an eternal link between old homeland a
homeland. Marking the beautiful landscape of Pellana the Australian flag will tell the -
those migrants of Greek heritage; like Peter Adaseis/edhin the Australian Defence
forces and those who fought in defence of Australia. Not farthreWWamag(i@reat

Chief or Lorenelaukeld court with his wife Helen in Areredfaemongand where
ancienLacedaemomsa and Spartans forgesr mighty armies. The ANZAC memorial will
tell the story of the bravery of Australian, New Zealand and Greek servicemen and v
Amongst them Peter and his comkéaies Vamvakinou, Federal Member for Calwell.

INTRODUCTION This monument is tegamdhe journey of one man and three
countriesPeter Adamis and his resolve to honour those before him embodies the sp
peples past and present from thedbuedriesThe ties that bind Australia and Greece
and New Zealaradthough onlyré®d over the lastocenturiesare enduring and reflect

the deeply shared valdes these values of honour, respect and courage which we shol
never forgef'lhe monument will ensure this is thé3daBapastergiadis Riest of the

Greek @nodoxCommunity of Melbourne & Victoria
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Acknowledgemesit The projectalledANZAC Gardeand the monument within

could not have been posdibla it not been for the timely arrival of my old Boss, Mauric
BarwickKEx 1 RAR, 4 RAPbmmandog&oreign Affairs and Solicktayirice was Officer
Commanding Deakin Usitye Compangeelong, Victosame 32 years afi®85-

1988). He was in a previousha®etond in commat)of Infantry Centre, Ingleburn
New South Wales1972 whilst | was undertaking my Infantry Initial Employment Train
Since 1985 whese met in Geelong we mam&ined staunch frieswld is considered a
part of the family and called affectia

In fact his dear departed Thtdma wasartSpartanas her Grafathemhadmigrated

from Laconia, Greece over 100 yedosthgdJSA and subsequently to the Gold Fields of
Victoria, Australlah el ma was a beawuti ful |l ady wh
Matthew and Mark whenever we visited them over Timat&esdship deepened when
my lovely wife Yovanna was introduced to Maurice and Thelma some years later.

| would also likesitknowledddaria Vamvakinoloe Federal member for Calwell, located
in Mébourne, Victoria. Maria and her husband/hvihale become good friends over
the years and put both our politics to one side when Mg deegt friendskghBill
Papastergdis (President of tlireek Orthodox Community of Melbourne &i¥@soria

a result of mutual understanding and sharing the saameMatiudys thank him for taking
the time to rddhe document and write the introduction.

Many thanks kwmstas Zgourdas, the local Stone MaBeltana, Lakonia, Great®

has been one of the cornerstones of the project, providing advice and support as we
kind support to Maurice aitl two Albanian friends, Gerald and Vittorio for being on har
whenever called upon. Twitlagers of Pellafmadonangtheir time and advared to

those frorKastania @Vergadeikadjoiningillags. Finally, | thank my very dear friend
Leon Tsongas for the translation into Greek. A friend whom | have known since 20
whose advice and support over thewssaot measured by time only but by the inherited
goodness of the man.

| thankny brother Phillip for assisting me greatly in
ways that | can never fidlgcribgyet without his
support, much of what was achieved could not have
' been accomplished. Phillip and | were ihatt bor

~ the hill in a stable somi@Bd 66 years ago.

Firally, 1 thank my lovely wife who gave me the
opportunity to remain in my place of birth for seven
months and supporting me whilst | was Ithere.
realise that it was difficult for her, evenwleough
managed to spend approximately two months
togethein Greece, Malta diady lie without ones
partner is always difficult. My wife Yovanna gave
me an added incentive to battle the cancer and had
promised me a six months trip to Greece should |
recoverWhat a great woman!



http://abalinx.com/blog/2018/01/26/anzac-gardens-at-pellana-lakonia-greece/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sparta
http://www.mariavamvakinou.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bill-papastergiadis-21080637/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bill-papastergiadis-21080637/
https://www.greekcommunity.com.au/gocmv_public/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vergadeika

ANZAGheName It is important to note that the usenaitik&NZAC is not for

any commercial interestsgconnection with any trade, business, calling or profession or
connection with any entertainment or any lottery or art unioanoe as gaat of a name

of any private residence, vehicle of charitable or other institution, or other institution,
buildingANZAC Gardens is locateprivate propertyPiellanal akonigGreee and not
associated with any business, charitable organisation or any irsgitoppeladnal
tributeon my part

Background. ThenameANZAC conjures up memories of pride, sacrifice, mateshi
hardship, struggle, grief, joy and laughyet #rete is also an element of fear amongst
those who find themselves up agaIASCS in a two way rafige word ANZAC itself
stands fohustralian New Zealand AmngsCepresenting those who participated in the
landings and foughGatlipoliAsia Minor (Turkey)

Il | i ke many who have served wematashipg t h
the joys and laughter, because believe it ertootwere younhe memorymfat e 0 s
long gone still echo in my mind, still alive as they were many years ago. There are time
| have shed a lonely tear when no one isafodidg aboldsing 8 many mates and

| thank God for being given the opportunitgrig Bv@udio complete my journey.

My mind also went to Phil, (Butch) Buttigieg who sent me a message querying why a
long | was considering staying in G(edéicgt met Butehong with many others
Singaporand Malaya back in 1973samck thehave kept in touch periodically over the
years.)My responde himat the timeasbriefand saidhat | was the(&reecelor my
Immune system to become stronger atalusisovhatever time | had spare to collect
material for further reseawcingyarns about my mates gone and still Witlenasis

not hing noble about t hat 6 |Imustadmit timeavay wl
fromAustralia was psychologically beneficial and helped the old grey nwatter to re
reanalysaewireéhe braindentifwhatwvas important in life and move on.

Ot hers reading this who know
Pete the Gredke has not changed a bi
me or my Duty First attitude noffyasal laugh it off. Whatever the

% case maybe, it matters little to me as | am doing what | want to do -
. write about my generation of cobber digger mates. Brothers who o
filled their lungs with oxygen, drank likaifisbyalked that extra
kilometre, never gavefapght, brawlechlled a spade a spade,

fell in and out of love, got married, children, divorced, served t
nation and always there for a mate.

| was and stdim ery passionate about life, miyfarelatives, Cobber Diggerdvaind

my positive outlook onth no mat how many times | am brought down | will never give
up and get up to fight the good figfdct it was also Butch Buttigieg who contacted me ir
hospitdbattling that deadly canoergave me encouragement to fight the gosthiiight.

| was indspital, | was touched by the many mates | had indeed forgotten and lost touc
them that | began to redfiat | was not aloBéue Pete Greg, PufRogerlaur, Jock,

Tuck, TonMickLarry, Mark, Sid, Col, Barrie, Noel, and mafarothemumerous to

add here.
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In fact those mes of mine who literally came out of the woodwork, touched me so de
that the concept of a monument beeahk&oncrete in my mind and one could say that
it gave me an added incentive thléites, are akin to brothers not of the same blood bu
brothers all the san@me bloke kept sending me messages almost every day, even thol
he was going through something worsgithag ime encouragement and some who were
able dropped by to sedPele: e Greelkn hospital. | have always had a positive attitude
even though | have had suffered deeply from stress and severe depression and thre
attacks, and yet | have somehow pulled though to fight another day.

Having stated the comradeshipearidgstogether, | have a messagederdf us who

wear our medalsvould prefer to think thatdo smot to demonstrate how good we are,
where we have served, what we have done, what battles we may or may not have
involved in but we weamtpeoudly them as a reminder to others of the sacrifices men a
women of this nation who have worn the uniform to keep us safe and enjoy the freed:
take so much for granted.

As for those who have ser v eanindthet albtean 0 t
nowhere does it state that you have to go to war to be called a veteran. Stop beating
the bush, cut the bullshit aardhmalong with your mates for you are a veteran. For thos
who go about displaying their medals to slmoyvméssage to you is that you are
displaying disrespect to those that trained you, worked with you and to thdseenvho died
friends are hard to famdil must say | amuchblessed to have served with the finest
people | have ever yaad for thatason aloneeaders can understag the need,
concept, symbolism and thoughts behootigtraction of the monumehinrANZAC
Gardens.
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Inspiration. | was inspired by the blokeshalderected th&oyal Australian
Regiment Memorial WaBrisbane, Queensland, Audtraidyvisited the memorial Walk
some time ago and | was so impressed that | said to rhyiseyf toald dothen so

could 1.The volunteers haveated a magnificent trail amongst the tropical Queenslan
settingof Enoggera Army establishmenbtained at all times and a geeaiefor
veterans arfdmilies to visit.
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7% The last time | was there was
& a number of years agth

my wifewho dromm me off

to visit and catch up with old
mates| had not seen for

years.

On arrival was mawithby
Arthur Willemse an old mate
from 6 RARvho gave me a
‘ tour of the plackalso had
& the opportunity to mept

- with some ofthdbold faces

" Q ¥ \b
from6 RARand the Infantry
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/ o \ Centre.
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Talk about a sight for sore @yeswork already completed was an example of what mate
can do when they are get together for a worthy cause. | for onelSalae\ineniay

yet to visit the RAR Memorial centre, | strongly suggest you do as much volunteer w
gone into it and it will continue to me maintained as long asDhE3pFIRSENd
vigilance at all times prevails.

Original concept.

Although | was inspired
by the RAR Memorial
walk, theriginal concept
was conceived whilst |
under treatment for a
deadly blood cancer

My treatment wamsthe
Olivia___Newton John
Cancer and Wellness
CentreAustin Hospital

The period 21 Augei5 t®1January 20M8as one of chemotherapy and stem cell
treatmenDuring the above periagkdmy lap top to keep busy and my mind off the drugs
beingoumped into my ba@hyg ommunicating with friends from the past certainly helpe
me. As | browsed through my old photos | began to close the gap with the past and
memories of my service with many fine men and women

It wagduring the coursenof musings with the plaatthe idea of a monument came to
me.Therefore, whilst | was in hosptamisechyselthat should | survitlee cancer
treatment,would return back to my place of birth and erect a monument as a tribute t
bonds beveen Australiaiéew ZealandeamdHellenes (Greeks)y wife, Yovanna
obviously had a big say in it as well.
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Olivia Newton Johnt&f support At this juncturenlust give credit where it is due
and that is to the staff of the AaspitdbcateinMelbourne Australide Olivia Newton

John Cancer and wellness Centre is tolp alagsias adllhess centre that is staffed by
professioraivho deal itth cancer patients and prqwgé cancer treatment support. |
havealreadyvritten a numagrarticle on this subject and | hope that others who go throu
the same experience, are able to draw some comfort from my personal battle with «
Those articles may be f ouandedi mnt lwebs
http://abalinx.coawebsite dedicated to helping others through personal networks.

ANZAC Gardens and Monument. As for thenonumenit finally became a reality
once | recovered sufficieatiyake the journey to the old country and begin the variot
phases of construction. Construction that began on day one of my arrival in early
delayed by tipassing of my Darad subsequently recommenced after the departure of m
wife back to Australia. The monumentldsated now in PelldrakoniaGreeceltis
oneofitskind not to be found elsewhere in the world. As for its construction, and th:
ANZAC Gardens, it would involvedesss

=
- 5
9’\(/‘»

"‘V“. ‘ V4 7 / // /s

My two Albanian mates, Gerald and Vittoria.

Phasel. Thefirstphasen April 2017 was put oninddgri201Zunti after théuneral

of my father ANZAC Dawas observed alone,llianaged to play the last post, recite
the Ode and got on withifie is what it is and we just keep putting one fibaf ithéro
other In the subsequent weéklsiga gardemprior tdhe construocti of the monument
and created a commemorative gasdeell as the first stages for the moniusemnt
was fortunate to employAvanian labourers lay the fdondalwn for future dioramas.
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On tle day | prepared tables and chairs in the event one of the locals was curious en
to see what the little Aussie bloke was doing up.drctraddllout the ceremony amidst
aflying myriad tfiybugsbeetls, bees, wasp as well as the stadihgdargehawks

and other fowl of the air hovering miegpwvendering what | was ddihg.day was hot

and humid and the beginning a very hot summer.

Withflags flying high, the last post being playestiatheodein English had a quiet
moment to myself, walked over to the tables and chairgytass loftesaxas brandy

The reagofor the brandy was bechhsad no rum available for the toast to dear departec
friendsThe ceremonyas the first ANZAC Day commemoration to have been conductec
soil as ancient as uhaeanswho went to war some 3000 yeaasd@ought tieojans

near the mouth of Berdanelles

Phase 2. The digging, preparation, caoll@ftibousands of pebbles andbyptiend

the sand, cement and soil all came together in creating two circular mosaic foundati
took the two Albanian workmen some three days to complete the operation and pains
place each pebble downderdhat it created a conglomeration of tiny pebbles stuck in tl
ground. Ateelpole was place in the middle for further development and both circ
surrounded by larger rocks.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ode_of_Remembrance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metaxa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trojan_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trojan_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dardanelles

