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The images may have Hellenic 
writing but the photo itself says a 
thousand words. 

Gosh I miss this bloke. What a 
great Australian. Not afraid to 
mince his words, outspoken, 
proud Australian, called a spade a 
spade, fought the good fight and 
always stood up for the Aussie 
battler. 

The article was given to me many 
years ago by Helen Love 
(nee Helen M Finnigan), Bruce's 
personal secretary of many years. 
Helen was always available and 
on hand to support Bruce. Sadly 
individuals with evil intent and 
personal agendas brought the 
friendship to a halt and Helen 
suffered greatly. 

Helen now is working hard to hold together the threads of her family after losing Tom the 
love of her life. A man she married without a second thought, only to lose him to a deadly 
cancer.  This cancer was as a result of Tom standing up to corrupt bureaucrats, shonky 
politicians of both major parties and a legal system that was indeed blind to the injustices 
endured by Tom. 

Helen deserves much more than what life has dished out for her and I for one always wish 
nothing but the best for her. I would like to see ALL those who attended Bruce Ruxton’s 
farewell party in Melbourne prior to his departure to Tewantin, Queensland to spare a 
thought for Helen who is struggling to keep her family together. 

If I know Helen, her Irish origins and fighting spirit will sustain her through the difficult 
period; but even a persons never give attitude needs a little gentle support. 
If Bruce was aware how individuals and corporations were treating his ex-personal 
secretary he would return from the grave and frighten the daylights out of them. 

Helen is on social media and can be reached or I can pass on your thoughts or  
Helens contact details. All that I require is that likeminded people to share this post 
amongst our veteran, political and Hellenic communities. Bruce Ruxton would have 
approved. 



As for our mate Bruce Ruxton, much has been written about 
him, but I am hoping that Helen will one day find the time to 
write of her boss and reveal the truth about Bruce, stifle the 
myths and show what a caring and compassionate man he 
truly was. 

Bruce was a true blue, one eyed Australian who never backed 
down or allowed fear to be his companion. He was loved, 
despised, followed, endeared, used, political, community 
minded, a Hellenephile and many other adjectives used to 
describe him. 

Those who called him a racist did so in order to smear his good name at a time when he 
stood for Australian values and took the flack when no-one else had the courage to do so. 
They just did not know Bruce at all. 

John Anagnostou from the Hellenic RSL in Melbourne was one of his confidantes and 
great supporter. John obtained Bruce Ruxton’s support for the Australian Hellenic 
Memorial to become a reality. 

It is time that we who have made Australia home find the courage to follow in the footsteps 
of Bruce Ruxton and not forget the legacies he left behind. One being that Australian 
military history be taught in schools in order that the ANZAC spirit remains intact and 
carried on through the generations. 

We as Australians who are left behind must do our bit no matter our status in life. Look 
after our veterans who for one reason or another commit suicide at an alarming rate. Some 
84 took their lives in 2017. These figures would not have been acceptable under Bruce 
Ruxton’s watch. 

My message to ALL AUSTRALIANS is to stop for one moment and reflect on those who 
have gone before us and ask how we can make Australia great in the eyes of the world. 
Words, deeds and acts of kindness don’t cost much. If we all pulled together, believe you 
me this nation of ours would become the envy of the world. 

I for one was proud to call him a cobber/Digger/Mate. REST IN PEACE BRUCE. 
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